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and miracle - working relics, than by the
Sermon on the Mount or the Epistles of
St Paul. Buddha repudiated all spectacular
scenes in the service of religion. His reforma-
tion was a bold attempt to disentangle the
spirit of self-sacrifice from complicated rites
and sacrificial offerings made to imaginary
gods. But the church which was raised in
his holy name counts many followers who
almost make a god of the great reformer
himself, and the Buddhist ritual prescribed
by the ecclesiastical government of the
Lamas for the faithful observance of the
Tibetans, eclipses even the dictatorial tone of
the Brahminic hierarchy. Confession of sins,
though not practised by the laity, was known
to the brethren of the early Sangha. But the
Buddhist monks do not now go to confession.
A contrite heart, they reason, is the best con-
fessional, and the small voice of the conscience
is a never-failing monitor if repentance be
sincere. The argument seems sound enough.
Self-abasement is a wholesome corrective, and
father-confessors, no doubt, are honourable
and saintly men, but implicit reliance on their
counsel and directions means dependence on
human authority, which is but shifting sand,
and in many cases implies fear of disregarding